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What is the Nereus Program?
The Nereus Program is an interdisciplinary ocean research initiative established in 2011 by
the Nippon Foundation and the University of British Columbia. The program is built on
three core objectives: to conduct collaborative research across the natural and social
sciences to better understand the future of global oceans; to develop a network of experts
that can engage in discussion of complex and multifaceted questions surrounding ocean
sustainability; and to transfer these concepts to practical solutions in global policy forums.

Leadership

Program Leadership

William Cheung, Director (Science), UBC

Yoshitaka Ota, Director (Policy), UBC

Daniel Pauly, Chair of the Nereus Steering Committee, UBC

Principal Investigators

Mike Bithell, Assistant Director of Research in Computing at the Department of
Geography, University of Cambridge

Alex Qude Elferink, Director of the Netherlands Institute for the Law of the Sea, Utrecht
University

Carl Folke, Science Director of the Stockholm Resilience Centre, Stockholm University
Patrick Halpin, Associate Professor of Marine Geospatial Ecology and Director of the
Geospatial Analysis Program at the Nicholas School of the Environment, Duke University
Chris McOwen, Program Officer, UNEP-WCMC

Erik Molenaar, Deputy Director of the Netherlands Institute for the Law of the Sea,
Utrecht University

Henrik Osterblom, Deputy Science Director at Stockholm Resilience Centre, Stockholm
University

Jorge Sarmiento, George J. Magee Professor of Geoscience and Geological Engineering,
Princeton University



Tom Spencer, Reader in Coastal Ecology and Geomorphology and the Director of
Cambridge Coastal Research Unit, University of Cambridge
Charles Stock, Research Oceanographer at the NOAA/Geophysical Fluid Dynamics

Laboratory, NOAA

Program Management
Andrés Cisneros-Montemayor, Program Manager/Research Associate, UBC
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Budget
15 million USD (1.5 million annually for 9 years from 2011 to 2019).
The Nereus Program is solely funded by the Nippon Foundation, the largest non-

governmental foundation in Asia.



Capacity Building

The Nereus Program provides fellowships to young scholars who conduct their research at
participating academic institutes. Since 2011, we have had 30 Nereus Fellows working on
various issues on the future of oceans and fisheries. Currently, 11 postdoc and 7 Ph.D.
students in the natural and social sciences are participating in the Nereus Program as
Nereus Fellows.

Public Engagement and Policy Applications

The Nereus Program is actively engaged with policy processes both at international and
regional levels. We have organized side events and workshops together with international
organization representatives and national governmental officers.

2016: Side event at the United Nations Fish Stock Agreement Review Conference titled
“Science, Policy and Civil Society: The Role of NGOs in Global Fisheries Management".

2015: Press conference on the Nereus Program report in Tokyo (covered by 20
international media outlets, including CBS, and five major Japanese newspapers).

2013: Side event at the United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on
Oceans and the Law of the Sea on seafood security and climate change (attended by nine
countries representatives including Japan, US and Palau)
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