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ABNJ as the global commons

ÅAll of humanity are stakeholders of the high seas

ÅThis diversity of voices not reflected in UN negotiations

Å Indigenous Peoples & local communities missing from debate

Why?
ÅCommunity efforts often perceived as too limited in 

scale to matter globally

ÅCommunities are concerned that focus on high seas 
may take support and funding away from coastal 
conservation



A world of communities

Global map of indigenous coastal communities

Cisneros-Montemayor, A and Ota, Y. et al. (2016) A 
global estimate of seafood consumption by coastal 
Indigenous peoples



A world of connections

Many species that are culturally, socially or economically important to communities 
migrate offshore for large parts of their life cycles

Block et al. (2011) Tracking apex marine predator movements in a dynamic ocean. Nature



Communities matter to ABNJ governance

ÅCommunities are primary custodians of many globally-
significant migratory species and their habitats

ÅLife histories of these species may straddle jurisdictions and 
span entire oceans

ÅCommunities are often the first to suffer if these species 
decline due to inadequate management in the high seas

ÅTraditional Knowledge and practices have relevance to global 
ocean governance 

ÅDecisions about ocean governance affect food security and 
cultural identity of communities





Culturally significant migratory species

Humpback whale(e.g. Pacific Islands, Hawaii, New Zealand, Pacific 

Northwest, Arctic)

Sperm whale(e.g. Pacific islands, Hawaii, Pacific Northwest)

Loggerhead turtle (e.g. Gulf of California, Mexico, Northern Australia)

Leatherback turtle (e.g.  Pacific Islands, Gulf of California, Central and 

South America)

Salmon(e.g. Pacific Northwest, Arctic) 

Yellowfin tuna (e.g. Pacific Islands, Asia, Caribbean)

Great white shark (e.g. Hawaii, Northern Australia)

Whale shark (Central America, Asia)


